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8. By virtue of the 2009 Act, all schools established prior to the
commencement of the said Act are thus obliged to fulfill the norms and
standards specified inter alia in Sections 25, 26 and the Schedule of
that Act. ( See Section 19 (2)). The State is also expected to first weed
out those schools which are non-performing, or under-performing, or
non-compliance schools and upon closure of such schools, the
students and the teaching and non-teaching staff thereof should be
transferred to the neighbourhood school. The provisions is meant not
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only to strengthen the latter school by adequate number of students
but to consolidate and to impart quality education due to the addition
of teaching staff.  Needless to observe, that if there is inadequate
response to the government funded school, it is but appropriate that
either the divisions thereof or the school itself be closed and the
students and the staff of such schools be transferred to a
neighbourhood school by resorting to Section 18 (3) of the 2009 Act.
Only after taking such decisions could the School Development Plan
represent the correct position regarding the need of government aided
schools in every locality across the State. Besides, it will ensure proper
and meaningful utilization of public funds. In absence of such
exercise, the end result would be that on account of existing non-
performing or under-performing or non-compliance schools, the Schooal
Development Plan would not reckon that locality for establishment of
another school. In our view, even the State Government (s), by
resorting to the provision of the 2009 Act, must take opportunity to re-
organise its financial outflow at the micro level by weeding out the non-
performing or under-performing or non-compliance schools receiving
grant-in-aid, so as to ensure that only such government funded
schools, who fulfill the norms and standards, are allowed to continue,
to achieve the object of the 2009 Act of not only providing free and
compulsory education to the children in the neighbourhood school but
also to provide quality education. Thus, there is a power in the 2009
Act coupled with the duty of the State to ensure that only such
government funded schools, who fulfill the norms and standards, are
allowed to continue with the object of providing free and compulsory
education to the children in the neighbourhood school. Validity and
applicability of the 2009 Act qua unaided non-minority schools.
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